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Introduction 
 

Planning a troop or patrol outing can be very time consuming, tiring, and annoying, but it 
must be done.  Appropriate planning will allow plenty of time for communication with the 
committee and program staff, your scouts, and will also allow plenty of time for the 
necessary shopping, food preparation, and packing.  
 
This guide is intended as a starting point for you to use when planning a successful 
outing for our scouts.  We’ve tried to make this plan as simple as possible, 
understanding that there is a lot of planning and communication that needs to occur in 
order to hold a successful outing.  Normally in Troop 2970, Patrol Leaders and the PLC 
are responsible for, and encouraged to, plan overnight camping events that the troop 
can enjoy.  Individual patrols are also encouraged to plan and go out on their own 
events as well.  This guide provides structure around planning for those events, both in 
terms of timelines that should be followed, and presents a communication plan for the 
committee and program staff.  

Please remember that you are not doing any of this planning alone.  While we 
encourage Troop 2970 to be fully scout led, if at ANY point you have questions, 
concerns or suggestions, anyone from the program staff (SM and ASM’s or PLC) are 
willing and able to help you. 

Included at the end of this document are helpful forms for planning and executing your 
outings.  While you don’t have to use them exactly as shown here, you should use them 
as starting points for your planning. 

Also please note that this should always be considered a working document and we 
expect that it will be modified over time as we discover items that need to be added, 
modified or removed.  Please let anyone on the program staff know of anything that you 
believe should be added, changed or removed. 
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A Few Notes to Get Started 
 
Safety 
Troop 2970 adheres to the “Guide to Safe Scouting” policy book published by the Boy 
Scouts of America which documents acceptable practices and program appropriate 
activities. We have a strong safety record of avoiding serious injuries. Camping is in the 
great outdoors so sometimes injuries happen. We are prepared by having a well-
equipped first aid kit and trained adults.  Furthermore, we travel with a copy of the 
medical information (parts A and B) on each scout and scouter. All scouts learn basic 
first aid as part of training and advancement.  The adults ensure the “Guide to Safe 
Scouting” is adhered to.   

• Hazing or bullying is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.   
• Scouts are required to adhere to the buddy system and must be with a “buddy” to 

leave the camping area.  
• Scouts are not allowed to use knifes, work in the axe yard, or attend to or start 

any campfires until they have completed the appropriate training.  
 
All outings require at least two adult leaders to be present, at least one of which must be 
registered with the BSA.  The BSA two-deep leadership policy shall pertain to all Troop 
functions. For trips over 72 hours or High Adventure trips, the Scout Leader in charge 
must have a valid Class 2 Medical Form (parts A, B and C) (or photocopy of the 
original) in his possession for each participating Scout. We will also require a photocopy 
of each scouts insurance card. 
 
Participation in events 
 
Parents are invited to participate on all our activities whenever possible by providing 
transportation, leadership, chairing a Troop Committee position, or assisting in other 
areas when asked. Scouts and adults from other Troops who are invited to participate in 
Troop activities or outings must have the advance approval of the Patrol Leaders’ 
Council and the Troop Committee.    
 
 
Outdoor Code  
 
All Scouts and Scouters shall adhere to the Outdoor Code:  
As an American, I will do my best to  
Be clean in my outdoor manners,  
Be careful with fire,  
Be considerate in the outdoors,  
Be conservation minded. 
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Planning Your Event 
 

When it comes time for planning, no amount of it is too much!  The more dedicated you 
are to planning your event the smoother it will go from an administrative aspect, and 
you’ll also be much less stressed during the event as you will have created an action 
plan for the entire event duration.  This section is designed to help you get started with 
planning for your event. 

Where can I go camping? 
 

There are many locations in our area to experience the outdoors, many of which our 
troop frequents throughout the year.  Some troop favorites are Bear’s Den, Camp 
Snyder, Lake Fairfax, Blue Ridge regional park, Bull Run, etc..   Of course, there are 
many other locations throughout our region as well, so if your patrol would like to go 
somewhere else then by all means go there!   Keep in mind that if your event contains 
any use of aquatics, firearms, or other high adventure programs you will need to ensure 
that your adult support staff is trained correctly for those events. 

Basic Required Information about your trip 
 

There are some key basic things that the troop committee and program staff will need to 
know about your trip, they are listed here below, however there is a form at the end of 
this document that you can use for easier planning. 

- Name of Patrol Leader who is planning this outing (Scout Planner)  
- Name of ASM who is helping the Scout Planner (Adult Advisor) 
- Date the Troop Outing is Planned 
- Type of Event (check only one): 

o Campout   
o Day Outing* (trips to museums, ball games, etc.) 
o Athletic Outing (triathlons, biking, hiking, etc.) 
o Advancement Outing  
o Other 

*Requires special permission from the Scoutmaster 
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Patrol Method for Campouts 
 
Scouting is based on the patrol method which provides a small group (ex. 6-9) of scouts 
the opportunity to work together as a team. Each patrol camps and cooks together on a 
campout. This gives scouts the opportunity to learn new skills such as pitching a tent 
and cooking in a safe environment where it is okay to learn by making mistakes. The 
patrols are required to have a duty roster to help share the workload. The adult scouters 
on the campout also operate as a patrol and camp and cook separately from the scouts. 
Adults are not allowed to tent with scouts per the Guide to Safe Scouting.  
 
Key Dates to keep in mind 
 

No matter what type of event that you are planning, you are going to need a timeline 
which you will follow to ensure that everyone has adequate time to advertise, prepare, 
pack, handle all the administrative items, etc.  The following dates are a suggestion 
only, not all events require the same amount of time to prepare for.  This list contains 
the items that should be completed from 3-6 months out to the weeks before your event 
occurs: 

3 - 6 months out: 

- Patrol should decide on the type of event, and possible locations. 
- Patrol should identify a scout lead (or patrol leader) to perform planning duties for 

this event. 
- Scout lead should obtain initial approval for event from the committee and 

program staff. 
- Scout lead should begin discussions with the ASM’s on who might be available to 

support the event. 

2 months out: 

- Patrol leader(s) bring the event to the attention of the PLC for discussion. 
- Finalize a budget for the event, including approximate cost for event fees and 

food. 
- Add event to the troop calendar(s). 
- Make a reservation at your events location. 
- Create the permission form for your event. (sample document included at the end 

of this guide) 
- Each patrol going on the event should finalize the necessary leadership 

positions. (grubmaster, quartermaster, etc.) 
- Begin advertising your event to the troop (if necessary,) via the troop email list or 

app. 
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1 -2 months out: 

- Ensure that your scouts and adults know when the deadline is for turning in 
permission slips. 

- Begin conversations with committee transportation member to start planning 
transportation to and from the event. 

- Announce event (if necessary,) during each troop meeting up until the permission 
slips are due.  You should make it clear that late registrations will NOT be 
accepted, and scouts that remove themselves from the event after the 
registration fees are paid are still responsible for their portion of the event fees. 

- Distribute permission forms to interested scouts, at the beginning and end of 
each scout meeting. 

- Find out the following information about your location: 
o Location of 24-hour emergency room 
o Police, fire, EMS phone number (if not 911)  
o Hospital phone numbers 
o Can rescue apparatus drive to your camp?  
o Phone available at campsite?  Yes/No Number(xxx)xxx.xxxx 
o Will cellular phone work?  
o Obtain literature, including maps with a detailed campsite for distribution.  
o Address and cross street for camp:   
o Determine potable water availability and location.  

1 month out: 

- Confirm, based on permission slips or other method, which adults are driving to 
the events and how many empty seats they will have to drive other scouts and or 
necessary troop/patrol gear. 

- Collect the following information about each driver and vehicle that will be 
attending the event: 

o Owner’s Name 
o Owner’s contact information. (cell, email) 
o Vehicle make/model/year (ex: 2002 Toyota Sequoia) 
o Vehicle color 

- Develop agenda for the weekend. 
- At the PLC before the event, ensure that your event is discussed and 

recommendations for planning improvement are offered.  Ensure that you have 
senior scout support (if necessary) to properly run the activities that are 
scheduled. 
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2-3 weeks out: 

- Make confirmation call to ensure campsite still reserved. 
- Finalize scout counts based on permission slip deadline 
- Meal planning is completed by the grubmaster based on the budget set aside 

earlier. 
- Check with Troop Quartermaster to reserve any troop equipment that you’ll need 

to take to your event.   
o Ensure that you set a date where the equipment will be checked out of the 

shed, and a date that the equipment will be cleaned and returned to the 
shed. 

- Patrol Leader(s) or scout leads create duty roster. 
- Patrol QM builds list of required materials needed. 

o Provide list to Troop QM and ensures that equipment will be available 
during the needed times. 

o Ensure that equipment is cleaned and ready to go so that there are no 
surprises on the departure date! 

- Patrol Grubmaster plans and distributes meal plan. 
- Continue to announce the event during the troop meetings, both before and after, 

up until the point that permission slips are due. 
- Ensure that you have full adult coverage for the duration of your event. 
- Prepare directions and a driver sheet. (See example at the end of this 

document.)  Directions should include an actual address, cell phone contact 
information for other drivers, and a pick-up/drop-off time and location. 

- Collect money unless your attendees have agreed to use their scout accounts.  
Should a Scout have to cancel out of a campout, no refund will be given if 
site reservations have been made and food has already been purchased.  

1 week out: 

- Review permission slips for completeness 
- Create master list of scouts and adults that signed up, including contact 

information. 
- Working with the committee transportation member, compile a ride plan to 

ensure that there is full seat coverage for every person attending 
- Send email to all drivers.  This email should include the following notes: 

o All camping adults are expected to be driving in both directions unless 
previously noted that they are not staying for the entire event. 

o No cars should have one adult and one scout that is not their child. 
- Patrol Leader/Scout lead: One week before the event, contact the event location 

to ensure that there are no restrictions on fire usage due to dry environmental 
issues, adjust cooking plans as necessary. 

- Arrange a time with the troop quartermaster to check out the gear. 
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- Have attendees arrive at least 30 minutes prior to departure time, packed and 
ready to go 

- Check whether forecast for the event, report any special equipment 
requirements.  Chance of flash flooding in the area?  Lightning?  Hurricane? 

o Make alternative plans or work with your PLC/Program staff to determine if 
a cancellation is necessary based on weather or other area events. 

Departure Date: 

- Normal troop departure location is at OSWLC, by the sheds. 
- Check-out any necessary equipment from the shed via the troop quartermaster. 
- Ensure that scouts are loaded into the correct vehicles, and everyone is 

accounted for BEFORE anyone leaves the parking lot.  It’s recommended that 
you have an adult or your transport coordinator help with this task. 

 

Administrative Planning and Communication plan 
 

There are several documents that we request that you fill out before going on a 
campout.  The list below gives some guidance in regard to who you should talk to 
regarding each part of the planning process: 

- Permission to go on a campout:  

Patrol Leaders/scout lead should present the request to the PLC.  PLC will 
then inform the committee and program staff (scoutmaster) to gain approval 
for your event. 

- Transportation planning: 

Patrol Leader/scout lead should discuss any potential transportation plan or 
needs to the committee transport chair, or any ASM willing to help with this 
part of the planning process. 

- Equipment requests 

Equipment requests should be brought to the troop Quartermaster once a 
final list of necessary equipment is completed. 

- Reservations and Finance: 
o Patrol Leader/scout lead should contact the committee chair for events to 

make their reservation.  Alternatively, an ASM or Scoutmaster can help in 
this area as well. 

o Patrol Leader/scout lead should contact the troop treasurer *IF* there are 
event costs that the patrol/troop want to use scout accounts for versus 
outside collection of fees by the individual event leads. 
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- Permission Forms: 

Each event held by Troop 2970 should have an appropriate permission form, 
which should at a minimum contain the event name, dates, some details 
about the event, and a section where parents can give their scouts 
permission to go on the event.  There is a sample permission form at the end 
of this document for reference. 

- Health Forms: 

For ALL camping/overnight events, BSA requires that there be an adult leader 
responsible for collecting and handling Health Forms for all scouts and adults 
attending the event.  Normally we only require A and B forms, however 
events over 72 hours in duration require Form C to be on file with the troop as 
well.  It’s very important that you ensure the medical adult lead carries keeps 
these forms easily available during the event in case of a medical emergency. 

- Special event requirements: 

Not included in this planner is how to plan for events where specially trained 
personnel are required.  It would be best to discuss these needs with your 
ASPL, SPL, or Scoutmaster, but do your research first.  For example, let’s 
say you plan to have a campout, where you will include swimming as an 
activity for this event.  You’ll need to make plans to ensure that all adults 
attending are properly trained, as well as ensure you’ll have the right 
equipment available to you.  

- Budget 

Part of planning for a successful campout is to plan a budget that estimates 
the total cost of the outing and cost per person.  While this may seem like a 
difficult task, start with the items you already know about: registration fees per 
night, any other event costs, any additional supplies needed, etc.  then add in 
what you estimate that food will cost per person.   

In general, our troop will use the scout accounts to handle all campout/event 
related expenses.  During the planning phase of your event, make sure you 
notify the scouts to ensure there is enough money in their scout accounts to 
cover the expected costs of the event, at least 2 weeks BEFORE your event.   

As the patrol leader/scout lead for an event, it is your responsibility to work 
with the grubmaster to finalize an expense report within 3 weeks after your 
event for reimbursement.   There should only be ONE form submitted to the 
troop treasurer.  There is an example form at the end of this document that 
you can use, however in general you will want to list out the total costs, 
broken out by activity, camping rates and food.  Then mark what each scout 
or scouter owes for the event, and at the end make sure you note who needs 
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to be reimbursed AND if they want that balance added to the scout account, 
or have the treasurer write a physical check. 

- Meal Planning 

The idea is to have fun when you’re preparing meals for your patrol but be 
responsible as well.  You don’t want to have your scouts have a miserable 
time because there is not enough food or the food is not good to eat. 
o Each patrol should assign a grubmaster who is responsible for purchasing 

and cooking the food for that weekend. Normally, the cost for a weekend 
of food will be $10-15. On “regular” camping trips, the troop will provide 
cooking stoves, propane, cooking equipment and Dutch ovens as 
necessary. Equipment is checked out from the quartermaster before 
leaving the church on or just before your departure date.   

o A good event plan will include a complete plan for meals.  It is the 
responsibility for each Patrol’s Grubmaster to make plans for the campout.  
Patrol leaders should make plans that include adult leaders that will be 
part of that Patrol.    

o When you are planning meals for your patrol, please keep in mind several 
things: 
 How are you going to cook your meals?   You can find a many 

interesting methods on the internet – but start here : 
http://www.scouting.org/Training/Adult/Supplemental/Cookingwitho
utuntensils.aspx 

 Have I included a balanced menu?   You can find articles on 
nutrition here: http://scoutingmagazine.org/tag/nutrition/ 

 Do I have interesting menus?  See 
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/boy-scout-recipes.asp for 
ideas. 

 Have I planned for allergies in my Patrol? 
 Have I packed safe food?     
 The right type of foods?      
 Have you planned for sufficient hydration? 

o Important note: No Food is allowed in the tents. Do not pack or bring 
extra snacks unless you plan on storing them in a vehicle or in a bear bag.  
Small critters like to chew into gear in order to get to your food.   The last 
thing you want to discover is that your gear has holes in it because you 
kept food in the wrong locations. 

o If you signup to come and do not cancel by Wednesday of the week 
of the campout, you are expected to pay your share to the 
grubmaster. 

  

http://www.scouting.org/Training/Adult/Supplemental/Cookingwithoutuntensils.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/Training/Adult/Supplemental/Cookingwithoutuntensils.aspx
http://scoutingmagazine.org/tag/nutrition/
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/boy-scout-recipes.asp
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- Troop Equipment  
o The Troop provides tents, stoves and other equipment for camping trips. 

This equipment is expected to be treated as if the Scout or Scouter owned 
it. If any damage to Troop equipment is done in a negligent manner, the 
Scout or Scouter is expected to replace such equipment or pay for repair.  

o After every outing, each tent used on the trip goes home with one of the 
Scouts that slept in it. In return for having had the use of the tent, the 
Scout is expected to set or hang it up, dry it out, sweep it out, note any 
repairs to be made, and, in general, care for it.  
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Helping your Patrol Members Plan and Prepare 
 

During the planning stage of your event, you’ll need to ensure that each scout in your 
patrol know what items they will need to be taking with them.  At the end of this 
document are several different packing lists that can be used individually or combined 
which should cover just about every event that you would do as a patrol.   

Planning for Activities during the Campout 
 

Camping is supposed to be fun!  Make sure you plan your event with input from your 
patrol or troop, ensuring that there is something for everyone to do that will keep their 
interest…  Here are a few things to consider when deciding on things to do during your 
trip. 

- Prepare and distribute a list of planned activities (must conform with Guide to 
Safe Scouting) 

- Are there any early rank requirements that will be met? 
- Are there any merit badge requirements that will be met? 
- Who is responsible for carrying out the planned activities? 
- Campfire Planning 

Advertising your event 
 

It’s important to let the troop know about your patrol(s) event, especially if it involves the 
entire troop!  Once you know that you have approval and are good to go, use the 
following methods, as often as possible to get the word out about your event.  (If it’s a 
patrol only event most of this can be kept to emails and phone calls so as not to clutter 
up the troop announcements.) 

If your hosting a troop event: 

- At every scout meeting 2 months out, announce the trip at both the beginning 
and end of each scout meeting. 

- Use the troop website to send email to all scouts and scouters about the event, 
listing dates/times. 

- Use the troop app to post notes about the upcoming events, weekly, up until the 
registration deadline.  

If your hosting a patrol only event: 

- Keep your communication to only those involved scouts and scouters, committee 
and program staff that need to know details about your event. 
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- We suggest email as a primary method of communication for event planning as 
it’s easily tracked. 

- Text and phone calls work as well, but you MUST ensure that everyone is “in the 
loop“ regarding event details and any changes that may arise. 
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During the Campout 
 

Upon arrival at the campsite, Patrol Leaders will select each Patrol’s camp area.  
Patrol’s shall camp as individual units and practice the patrol method.  Our patrols 
should have: 

- Separate Camping area 
- Separate cooking area and equipment 
- Separate dining fly 

Adult Leadership normally also functions as its own patrol, or may be invited to be part 
of a scout patrol (for cooking activities only) 

AT ALL TIMES, Adults are expected and required to abide by BSA policies and 
procedures and support the troop leadership. 

Adults Will: 

- Maintain 2 deep leadership 
- NEVER enter a scout’s tent, including that of your own scout’s. 

Adults should request permission before entering a Scout patrol site. Similarly, 
adults should discourage Scouts from being in the Adult area, unless they have a 
specific need to be there. 

The following activities are NOT allowed during a T2970 outing: 

- Open Flames near tents 
- Food in tents 
- Fireworks, drugs, alcohol, etc. 

During the outing, scouts will: 

- Not leave a campsite without the permission of the scoutmaster. The buddy 
system will be used on all camping trips; a buddy will accompany any Scout 
leaving the campsite.  

- All scouts and scouters are expected to adhere to the Scout Oath and Law and 
will observe the Outdoor Code. This will include leaving the campsite better than 
found.  

- Respect each other's personal property and each other's privacy. A Scout may 
touch another Scout's equipment, tent, or belongings only with permission.  

- Treat troop equipment in a manner consistent with its proper use.  
- Scouts are expected to participate in Troop functions (including loading and 

unloading Troop equipment) and to help each other set up or take down camp. 
- Patrols are responsible for the condition of its own equipment. 
- The entire Troop will police the entire campsite prior to departure.  
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Return Trip and Cleanup 
 

After every outing, each tent used on the trip goes home with one of the scouts that 
slept in it.   In return for having had the use of the tent, the Scout is expected to set or 
hang it up, dry it out, sweep it out, note any repairs to be made, and, in general, care for 
it. 

BEFORE LEAVING THE PARKING LOT: 

- Distribute campout supplies to scouts for cleaning 
- Scouts are NOT to leave the parking lot until all required unpacking and 

stowing are complete and they are released by the SPL or Scout Lead. 
- Check in all gear that does NOT need to be cleaning with the troop 

Quartermaster.   

 

Within 2 weeks of the outing: 

- Turn in your expense reports to the troop treasurer for appropriate 
reimbursement and handling of the scout accounts. 

- Check in all equipment that was used and then cleaned by the scouts.  
Patrols should ensure that their chuck box is fully stocked and ready to go on 
the next outing. 
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Sample Forms, Planners and Packing Lists 
 

Campout Information Form 
This form should be used when you are initially planning a campout and presented to your 
Scout Master and PLC for approval. 
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Campout and Permission Form  
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Menu/Duty Roster 
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Campfire Program Planner 
How to use this sheet:  Be sure that every feature of this campfire program upholds 
Scouting's highest traditions. 

1. With your patrol, hold a campfire planning meeting and fill in the campfire schedule 
below. 

2. List all patrols, scouts and scouters who will participate in the program 

3. From each participant, add the name, brief description, type of song, stunt or story 
that they have planned. 

4. The master-of-the-campfire organizes songs, stunts, and stories in a good 
sequence, considering timing, variety, smoothness, and showmanship. 

 

Cheer Planner Spot  Campfire Program Planner 

   Group or 
Individual Description Type Spot 

       

       

       

       

       

Song Planner Spot      
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Grubmaster Form 
Grubmaster Name  

Patrol  
Campout Name/Date  

Total Cost  
Number of Scouts/Scouters  

 

 Scout/Scouter First and Last Name Total Cost 
1   
2   
3   
4   
5   
6   
7   
8   
 Total:  

 

Grubmaster Signature: _______________________________  Date: ____________ 

 

Deposit to: (Circle One)    Scout Account   Check 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***  Receipt and Form should be submitted no later than 3 weeks after campout *** 

***  All receipts must be legible and attached.  No refunds will occur without a form and receipt  *** 
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The 10 Scout Essentials 
 

They’re called “essentials” for a reason. Every packing list starts with these 10 
items. 

1. A pocketknife or multitool can be handy in a wide variety of situations. It’s useful for 
tasks as large as building an emergency shelter or lighting a campfire with poor fuel, or 
as small as repairing a damaged backpack. Keep you knife sharp and clean, and don’t 
forget to first earn your Whittling Chip (for older Cub Scouts) or Totin’ Chip (for Scouts 
BSA). 

2. A first-aid kit can be a lifesaver. Literally. A few items will allow you to treat scratches, 
blisters and other minor injuries. They should also allow you to provide initial care while 
waiting for help for more serious injuries. 

3. Bring extra clothing to match the weather. Multiple layers are better than a single 
massive jacket, because layered clothing is adaptable to a wide range of temperatures. 

4. Rain gear is very important. Rain can come in a hurry, and getting your clothes 
drenched is more than just uncomfortable, it can lead to hypothermia, a potentially fatal 
condition. 

5. A flashlight, headlamp or a rugged penlight is important for finding your way in the 
dark. Bring extra batteries, too. 

6. Trail food with an appropriate place to store it is good for maintaining your energy. 
Bring more than you think you’ll need in case you get stuck (or lost) in the woods.  Trail 
food can be purchased for the group by the Grubmaster. 

7. Water can prevent dehydration, heat exhaustion and heatstroke. Use a lightweight, 
unbreakable container with a secure lid. 

8. Matches and/or a fire starter may be used to light fires for heat, or for signaling for 
help. Store matches or lighters in resealable plastic bags. 

9. Sun protection might include sunblock, sunglasses, lip balm and a wide-brimmed hat. 

10. A map and compass are probably the most important tools you can carry in case 
you get lost. 
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Troop 2970 Camping Instructional Checklist 
 

THE SCOUT BASIC ESSENTIALS from the form above, also can be found in your 
handbook, pg. 264 

THE REST OF YOUR GEAR 

 Duffel Bag – To put everything into. This works for all campouts new scouts 
attend including summer camp. 

 Sleep System - Sleeping Pad, Sleeping Bag, Pillow (3-season, 20-30 degree 
bag), Waterproof stuff sack. 

 Day Pack – Last year’s school backpack will work great for this. 
 Clothing Appropriate for the Season – 2970 recommends synthetic material 

clothing. Cotton takes FOREVER to dry! 
 Dry Bag for Clothes – You cannot get warm if your clothes are wet. Write your 

name on it. 
 Mess Kit – Lexan, plastic or metal bowl(s) and utensils (or Spork). 
 Toiletry Ziploc – Toothbrush & paste, hiking toilet paper (BE PREPARED), hand 

sanitizer, camping soap, small towel. 
 Personal Medications – Give to Adult with Medical Forms. 
 Whistle - For emergencies if you’re lost or someone else is lost. Keep it available 

where you can reach if needed. 
 Insect Repellent or Clothing – You have three choices here: let them eat you, use 

DEET, or wear enough clothing. 
 Hiking Boots – Waterproof boots are better than cold, wet feet. 
 Scout Handbook – You cannot get a sign off if you don’t have it. Forgot a knot? 

Need first aid? Check the handbook. 

OPTIONAL GEAR (Remember, you pack it, you carry it): 

 Chair or stool - lightweight recommended 
 Swim Trunks and Towel – if swimming/boating 
 550/ Parachute Cord -50 feet, many uses  
 Bandana,  
 Hat and Gloves – It gets cold in the morning 
 Watch – Early is on time, on time is LATE  
 Hiking Staff/ Trekking Poles 

Your most important essential is common sense – BE PREPARED 

Questions??? Ask your Patrol Leader, that is why he is there! 

Remember…everything you pack, you must carry to your campsite 

Troop 2970 follows the principles of Leave No Trace – you pack it in, you pack it out 
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Troop 2970 Personal Gear Checklist 
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Patrol Equipment BASIC List  
 

This list is simply a starting point for planning items that your patrol MAY find necessary 
on your campout.   

Cooking Supplies: 

[  ] Paper Towels     

[  ] Ketchup, Mustard 

[  ] Salt, Pepper, other seasoning as 
necessary 

[  ] Aluminum Foil 

[  ] Cooking Spray/oil 

[  ] Fully Stocked, cleaned Patrol 
chuckbox 

[  ] Garbage Bags 

[  ] Dish Soap, Bleach 

[  ] Sponges, Handy Wipes, Scrubbing 
Pads 

[  ] Fuel for stoves 

 

Other Patrol Gear: 

[  ] Matches                                                                

[  ] Firestarters 

[  ] Toilet Paper                                                         

[  ] Zip Lock Bags  

[  ] Tents (make sure you have a tent 
space for every patrol member) 

[  ] Patrol Rain Fly, Poles, Cord, Stakes 

[  ] First Aid Kit  

[  ] Mallet or hammer 

[  ] Bow Saw 

[  ] Axe (if teaching woods tools) 

[  ] Pliers  

[  ] Rope & Parachute Cord  

[  ] Work Gloves 

[  ] Water Jug, (filled with water)  

[  ] Cooler (filled with ice)  

[  ] Flashlight, Extra Batteries  

[  ] Charcoal 

[  ] Charcoal Chimney  

[  ] Fire Grates/Pans (if no ground fires)  

[  ] Dutch Oven(s) 

[  ] Can Opener  

[  ] Clipboard  
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Prohibited Items 

The following items are NEVER allowed on a troop 2970 event.  Please do not plan on 
brining any of the following items: 

 Fireworks or explosives of any kind  
 Liquid fuel lanterns  
 Sheath knives, folding knives with blades greater than four inches  
 Aerosol cans (of any kind)  
 Glass bottled drinks  
 Tobacco, alcohol or illegal drugs  
 Firearms or ammunition of any kind  
 Hatchets or axes (These are provided by the troop Quartermaster if needed) 
 Other restricted items are listed in the Scout Handbook and the BSA Guide to Safe 

Scouting.  

No Scouts may carry liquid fuels at any time. 
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Boy’s Life Guide to Camping Checklists 
 

 



 

Scouts BSA Troop 2970                 43115 Waxpool Rd, Broadlands, VA 20148                 troop2970.org           “100 Eagle Scouts and Counting” 28 

 

 

 



 

Scouts BSA Troop 2970                 43115 Waxpool Rd, Broadlands, VA 20148                 troop2970.org           “100 Eagle Scouts and Counting” 29 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Scouts BSA Troop 2970                 43115 Waxpool Rd, Broadlands, VA 20148                 troop2970.org           “100 Eagle Scouts and Counting” 30 

 

 


	Introduction
	A Few Notes to Get Started
	Safety
	Participation in events
	Outdoor Code

	Be conservation minded.
	Planning Your Event
	Where can I go camping?
	Basic Required Information about your trip
	Patrol Method for Campouts
	Key Dates to keep in mind
	Administrative Planning and Communication plan
	Helping your Patrol Members Plan and Prepare
	Planning for Activities during the Campout
	Advertising your event

	During the Campout
	Return Trip and Cleanup
	Sample Forms, Planners and Packing Lists
	Campout Information Form
	Campout and Permission Form

	Menu/Duty Roster
	Campfire Program Planner
	Grubmaster Form
	The 10 Scout Essentials
	Troop 2970 Camping Instructional Checklist
	Troop 2970 Personal Gear Checklist
	Patrol Equipment BASIC List
	Prohibited Items
	Boy’s Life Guide to Camping Checklists


